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Abstract  

This paper aims to shed light on the intricate interplay between craftsmanship, cultural 
interactions, and socio-economic dynamics in Kushan Bactria of Central Asia. Focusing 
specifically on the study of worked bone and ivory objects, this research explores the mobility 
and exchange of material culture within the region. By employing a multidisciplinary approach 
that combines archaeological, art historical, and technological methodologies, I aim to unravel 
the stories embedded within these objects, examining their production techniques, stylistic 
variations, and the underlying socio-cultural contexts that shaped their creation. 
Through extensive analysis of excavated bone and ivory artifacts from Kushan Bactria, this 
study seeks to address several key research questions. Firstly, it investigates the technological 
advancements and skill sets involved in crafting these objects, providing insights into the 
mastery of working with bone and ivory materials during the Kushan period. Furthermore, by 
analyzing the typological and stylistic variations, I aim to identify distinct cultural influences 
and exchange networks that impacted the production of these objects. 
The findings from this study will contribute to our understanding of the socio-cultural 
dynamics, technological achievements, and cultural exchange networks that flourished in 
Central Asia during the Kushan period. By unraveling the narratives embedded within worked 
bone and ivory objects, this research aims to reconstruct the complex web of connections and 
interactions that shaped the material culture of Kushan Bactria. Ultimately, this investigation 
will provide valuable insights into the broader themes of mobility, craftsmanship, and cultural 
exchange within the wider Central Asian archaeological context.


